BCSEA Community Climate Challenge

Municipal Resolution Template
This document is a draft motion that we recommend your community adopt. If your community has previously passed similar motions, please move what may not have been covered in your previous motion(s). Please forward us such motions by fax and/or email to the BC Sustainable Energy Association. 
WHEREAS the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) states: 

o That eleven of the past twelve years rank among the twelve warmest

    years since 1850, 

o That warming of the global climate is “unequivocal”, 

o That “it is very likely that anthropogenic greenhouse gas increases caused 
    most of the observed increase in globally averaged temperatures since the   

    mid-20th century”, 

o And that “climate processes, feedbacks, and their timescales imply that 
    anthropogenic warming and sea level rise would continue for centuries even 
    if greenhouse gas concentrations were to be stabilized”; 
AND WHEREAS federal and provincial costs related to extreme weather events in Canada increased from $500 million in 1980 – 1984 to $5.3 billion in 1995 – 1999, exclusive of municipal costs not yet measured on a national basis; 
AND WHEREAS the Environment Protection Division of the BC Ministry of the Environment stated that the sea level has increased during the 20th century at a rate 10 times faster than the previous 3,000 years; 

AND WHEREAS, where applicable, a sea-level rise would result in increased coastal erosion, flooding, and a resulting loss of coastal wetlands; 

AND WHEREAS, where applicable, the economic importance of both (Insert Municipality name here)’s harbour and (Insert Municipality name here)’s recreational/residential waterfront makes (Insert Municipality name here) especially vulnerable to impacts from sea-level rise in combination with storm surge events resulting from global climate change; 

AND WHEREAS municipal investments in building retrofits, community energy systems, water conservation, renewable energy technologies, waste reductions, landfill gas capture, fleet management and public transit reduced operating costs, help maintain community services, protect, public health and contribute to sustainable community development while cutting greenhouse gas emissions contributing to climate change; 

AND WHEREAS, the provincial government of BC has recently stated in the 2007 Speech from the Throne that: 
· It will “aim to reduce B.C.'s greenhouse gas emissions by at least 33 per cent below current levels by 2020”,
· It will establish a climate action team “working with First Nations, other governments, industries, environmental organizations, and the scientific community it will determine the most credible, aggressive, and economically viable sector targets possible for 2012 and 2016”, 

· “The Climate Action Team will also be asked to identify practicable options and actions for making the government of British Columbia carbon neutral by 2010”
· And that “beginning this month, all new cars leased or purchased by the provincial government will be hybrid vehicles”;
AND WHEREAS through (existing municipality environmental/energy/climate change initiatives), the (District/City of Insert Municipality name here) has committed to a leadership role in committing to actions which will reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and that such actions include numerous steps that save people and businesses money, support sustainable economic development, and contribute to leadership in urban sustainability; 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the (City/District of Insert Municipality name here) commit to launching a program to reduce municipality wide greenhouse gas emissions by 33% from current levels by 2020; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the (City/District of Insert Municipality name here) aims to be carbon neutral in its own operations by 2010; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT all new vehicles purchased or leased by the (City/District of Insert Municipality name here) will low emission vehicles.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the (City/District of Insert Municipality name here) establishes and funds a Climate Action Team with a mandate to establish and implement a plan to achieve these commitments and that this Climate Action Team consist of municipal elected officials, municipality staff and key community stakeholders; and 
(Bracketed text) indicates generic statements to be replaced by statements relevant to the specific municipality

